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Hard Un Couth Langwidge scarst to be Learnt By Eney Peo-
ple. Thay will not a Sosheat with or Convars with the other
tribes Nor Inter-marey among them. I Enquird into the Nat-
ral Histrey of these People when T was at Detroit of the Oldest
and Most Entelagent frenchmen Who had Bin aquanted with
them for Meney Years. The Information amounted to this
that thay formerley Lived West of ye Misararey [Missouri]
River—that thay Had Etarnal Disputes among themselves and
Dispute with the Nations about them—at Lengh thare Neigh-
bors In Grate Numbers fel upon them and what was Saved
flead across the Misesarea to ye eastward and Over the Missis-
sippey and on to this Lake whare thay now live thare thay met
with a trib of Indans Who Suferd them to Seat Down. It was
as is Supposed the foxe Nation who lived Near them—the foxis
was Drove from Detroit for thare Misbehaver which ware a
proper People to aSist them in thare flite. I Beleve most of it.
They are Insolent to this Day and Inclineing Cheaterey thay
will if they Can Git Creadit from the trader in the fall of ye
Year to Pay in the Spring after thay Have Made thare Hunt
But When you Mete them in Spring as Know them Personeley
ask for your Pay and thay Will Speake in thare One Languege
if thay Speake at all Which is not to be understood or Other
ways thay Will Look Sulkey and Make you no answer and you
loes your Debt.

I was at Mackenac when Capt George Turnbull Comanded
Previous to the Amarecan Reverlution and thare Came in a
Cheaf with a Small Band of these.” He Held a Counsel with
them But he Couldn’t Git an Intarpetar in the Plase that Un-
derstood them. At Lengh the Capt Said that he had a mind to
Send for an Old Highland solge that Spoke Little But the
Hars[h] Langwege—Perhaps he mite understand for it Sounded
Much Like it. The Land about them on the Lake is Exalant.
Thare women Rase Corn & Beens Punkins & But the Lake

55This would seem to indicate that the present journey was not the
first time Pond had visited Mackinac. No doubt he was often there
during his previous six years’ trading experience at Detroit.—Ebp.
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